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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-40 are presented for Examination. 

Priority 

A reference to the prior application No. 60/432,472, filed on December 1 1 , 2002, 
application No. 60/443,894, filed on January 30, 2003, application No. 60/457,179, filed 
on March 25,2003, and application No. 60/444,099, filed on January 30, 2003 have 
been inserted as the first sentence(s) of the specification of this application or in an 
application data sheet (37 CFR 1 .76). The claim for benefit of relying on the filing date 
of the prior application under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(e), 1 20, 1 21 , or 365(c) is acknowledged. 

Paper Submitted 

2. It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed of record in the file: 

a. Information Disclosure Statement as received on 10/27/2004 is considered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement. 37 CFR 1 .98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, 
"the list may not be incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a 
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separate paper." Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on 
form PTO-892, they have not been considered. Incorporated references (US Application 
No. 10/675,390 & US Application No. 10/660,267) are disclosed in paragraph [02] and 
incorporated reference (US Application No. 10/675,467) is disclosed in paragraph [54]. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to because of the following informalities: 
The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: PC 102 in 
Figure 1A, home media processing system 122 in Figure 1B, and media channel 411 in 
Figure 4. In addition, the drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because reference character "3" has been used to designate both PC 
143 and MPS 144 in Figure 1C. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claim 1-3, 9-13, 19-23, 29-33, & 35-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Ellis et al (US Pat No. 6,774,926). 

With respect to Claim 1, the claimed "establishing a private television channel to 
be showed by a first television at a first home and a second television at a second 
home" is met by Ellis et al. that teach the use of user equipment 34 (consisting of a 
television, set-top box, HDTV, Web TV, etc.) at a first location in creating content for a 
personal channel to be viewed by user equipment 34 at a number of 2 nd locations. 
(Fig.1 & 3; col.1, lines 26-30; and col.3, lines 19-33). The claimed "associating personal 
media with said private television channel" is met by Ellis et al. that teach the creation of 
a personal television channel consisting of personal media, including videos that may 
be captured using video camera 66 of user television equipment 36 (Fig.1& Fig.3; col.3, 
lines 19-29; and col. 5, lines 24-35). 

With respect to Claim 2, the claimed "displaying said personal media along with 
content of a media broadcast on at least one of said first television and said second 
television" is met by Ellis et al. that teach the use of television 72 in displaying 
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programming from both traditional television channels and from personal television 
channels (col. 5, lines 45-48). 

With respect to Claim 3, the claimed "communicating at least a portion of said 
associated personal media over said private television channel between said first 
television and said second television" is met by Ellis et al. that teach transmittal of 
personal media from a contributor at user television equipment 122 to a viewer at user 
television equipment 124 on an on-demand or real-time schedule (Fig.8 and col.8, lines 
18-26). 

With respect to Claim 9, the claimed "presenting a representation of said private 
television channel in a channel guide displayed on at least one of said first television 
and said second television" is met by Ellis et al. that teach the use of a channel guide 
for presenting to a viewer the scheduling of the personal television channel programs 
(col. 8, lines 37-49). 

With respect to Claim 10, the claimed "presenting a representation of said 
associated personal media for said private television channel in a media guide 
displayed on at least one of said first television and said second television" is met by 
Ellis et al. that teach the use of an interactive television program guide in presenting on 
a second television program title information 136 for personal television channel 
programs (Fig.9 and col. 9, lines 16-26). 

Claim 11 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1. 
Claim 12 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,073 Page 6 

Art Unit: 4126 



Ola 


im 


lo 


IS 


mei as 


previously aiscusseo wnn 


respect to ciaim 


Q 

o. 




im 


1Q 


IS 


met as 


previously aiscusseo wiin 


respect to ciaim 


y. 


Ola 


im 


zu 


IS 


mei as 


previously aiscusseo witn 


respect to ciaim 


iU. 




m 


zi 


IS 


met as 


previously uiscusseo witn 


respect to claim 


1 . 


v#ia 


m 


zz 


IS 


met as 


previously aiscusseo witn 


respect to claim 


Z. 


oia 


m 


Zo 


is 


mGt as 


previously aiscusseo with 


respect to claim 


o 

3. 


uia 


m 


zy 


is 


met as 


previously discussed with 


respect to claim 


9. 




m 


in 
ou 


IS 


mei as 


previously aiscusseo witn 


respect to claim 


1U. 


oiai 


IVY 

m 


O I 


IS 


mei as 


previously aiscusseo witn 


respect to ciaim 


1 . 


Clai 


m 


32 


is 


met as 


previously discussed with 


respect to claim 


1. 


Clai 


m 


33 


is 


met as 


previously discussed with 


respect to claim 


2. 


Clai 


m 


35 


is 


met as 


previously discussed with 


respect to claim 


2. 


Clai 


m 


36 


is 


met as 


previously discussed with 


respect to claim 


3. 



With respect to claim 37, the claimed "a communication network; and a 
processor communicatively coupled to the communication network" is met by Ellis et al. 
that teach a communication network, i.e. the internet, and data storage facility 52 (Fig. 
1). The claimed "said processor delivers via said communication network, a user 
interface; said user interface facilitating creation of a personal television channel; and 
said processor participates to establish the personal television channel on the television 
display" is met by Ellis et al. that teach the use of a program schedule database 54, 
located in the data storage facility 52, in providing a contributor of personal television 
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channel programming a data collection application that facilitates the scheduling of the 
data for the personal channel and thereby provides scheduling information to a viewer 
(Fig.2 and col.5, lines 6-12 and col.8, lines 37-49). 

With respect to claim 38, the claimed "user interface is a web page" is met by 
Ellis et al. that teach the use of web page as an interface for a contributor to schedule 
programming on the personal television channel (col.5, lines 12-14). 

With respect to claim 39, the claimed "a processor communicatively coupled to 
the communication network" is met by Ellis et al. that teach a set top box 62 coupled to 
a communication network, i.e. the internet (Fig.1). The claimed "a personal television 
channel viewable on the television display established through participation by said 
processor; and a visual interface provided by said personal television channel to 
support selective consumption of the personal media from the storage on the television 
display" is met by Ellis et al. that teach set top box 62 and a television 72 used by 
viewers to receive broadcast & personal television programming channels, along with 
scheduling information for such channels that allow viewers to select personal 
programming and thus enable its retrieval from a server 128 located at a remote 
location (Fig.1, 3, & 8; col. 2, lines 65-67; col.3, lines 1-3; col.5, lines 45-47; col. 7, lines 
39-48; and col.8, lines 18-26). 

With respect to claim 40, the claimed "said visual interface is a graphical 
interface navigable by at least one of a remote control, a pointing device, and touch 
screen" is met by Ellis et al. that teach the use of an interactive television program guide 
in obtaining the channel schedule information provided on a television 72 on which 
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information can be controlled by the use of a remote control, pointing device, touch 
screen, etc. (col.5, lines 45-60 and col. 8, lines 50-67). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 4, 5, 14, 15, 24, & 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellis et al. (US Pat No. 6,774,926) in view of Moynihan (US Pat. 
Application Publication 2002/0056119). 

With respect to Claim 4, Ellis et al. teaches the use of user equipment 34 
(consisting of a television, set-top box, HDTV, Web TV, etc.) at a first location in 
creating content, i.e. video, for a personal channel to be viewed by user equipment 34 
at a number of 2 nd locations, as discussed above with respect to claim 1 . However, Ellis 
et al. does not teach the claimed "selecting said second television from a user interface 
of said first television". Moynihan teaches a method of selecting viewers (2 nd users) for 
the receipt of personal media created by a channel owner (1 st user) from a user 
interface (Fig.15 and paragraphs [0056, [0088], & [0089]). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Moynihan with those of Ellis et al., in 
order to provide the creator of the channel the added option of selectively sending out 
the private television channel. A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make the modification to Ellis et al. in order to provide a more efficient and 
secure manner in which to selectively broadcast a personal channel. 

With respect to Claim 5, the claimed "selecting said second television from at 
least one of a list and a profile displayed on said first television" is met by Moynihan that 
teaches the listing of 2 nd users, designated as viewers on the display of the 1 st user, 
designated as the channel creator (Fig. 15 and paragraph [0088]. 

Claim 14 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 15 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 

Claim 24 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 25 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 5. 

9. Claims 6-8, 16-18, 26-28, & 34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellis et al. (US Pat No. 6,774,926) in view of Zustak et al. (US Pat 
Application Publication 2002/0104098). 

With respect to Claim 6, Ellis et al. teaches the method of claim 1 as discussed 
above. However, Ellis et al. does not teach the claimed "determining at least one 
identifier associated with one of said first television and said second television". Zustak 
et al. teaches a system in which a channel of television programming, created by an 
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individual subscriber, is transmitted to a number of subscribers by addressing the IP 
addresses of the set-top box, which may be integrated into a television set 322, 324, 
326, & 328), at select locations (paragraphs [0005], [0040], [0043], and Fig.3). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Zustak et al. with those of Ellis et 
al., in order to provide a manner in which to identify individual subscribers on a 
communication network. A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make the modification to Ellis et al. in order to give the creator of a private 
television channel the benefit of streamlining content to a selective group of viewers. 

With respect to Claim 7, the claimed " wherein said at least one identifier is at 
least one of a device ID, a serial number, a medium access control (MAC) address and 
an Internet protocol (IP) address" is met by Zustak et al. that teach the use of an IP 
address in selectively addressing individual subscribers for the receipt of personal 
programming (paragraphs [0016] & [0043]). 

With respect to Claim 8, the claimed "establishing said private television channel 
between said first television and said second television based on said at least one 
identifier" is met by Zustak et al. that teach the transmittal of the personal media 
channel to individual subscribers, using IP addresses, on a real-time or an on-demand 
basis (paragraph [0045]). 

Claim 16 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 

Claim 17 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 

Claim 18 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 8. 
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Claim 26 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 
Claim 27 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 
Claim 28 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 8. 
Claim 34 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 8. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Novak (US Pat Application Publication 2002/0104099) teaches a system in 
which an individual can upload media content for the distribution to an end user via a 
'synthetic* channel. 

Navar (US Patent 7,080,400) teaches a method for distributed storage and 
presentation of multimedia in a cable network environment. 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jorge Mendoza Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5087. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 am - 
4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached at (571 ) 272-7767. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usDto.aov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 8660217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jorge Mendoza Jr. 
October 15, 2007 




SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



